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' Please convey to the Emperor/ she wrote, ' that my
whole nation is with me in a fixed determination to see
this through without intervention.

* The time for and the terms of peace must be left
to our decision, and my country, which is suffering
from so heavy a sacrifice of precious lives, will resist all
interference/ 1

It has been usual to represent the Emperor's attitude
towards England during the whole of the South African
War as that of a treacherous and crafty enemy masking his
real purpose under sympathetic and friendly professions.
But the documents, if fairly weighed, lead to precisely the
opposite conclusion. He adopted the crookedest of
methods, he appeared to devise hostile combinations of
other Powers, he reared bogeys to terrify England, he used
tricks to which no straightforward man would condescend,
but these were in accordance with his diplomatic methods,
and in every case they were devices to further the accom-
plishment of his sincere desire to be allied with England.
The two most discerning statesmen of the day, M. Delcasse
and Lord Salisbury, were agreed over that, and eventually
his uncle, who habitually took the lowest view of his
trustworthiness, came to the same conclusion. The
Prince even desired to enter into personal relations with
the Emperor again, and, regardless of the frenzy of
irritation which intercourse with his nephew always
aroused in him and of his registered and re-registered
vows that William should never again come to England
for Cowes week, he asked him to do so. The
Emperor accepted this unlooked-for invitation, but
perhaps it was as well that urgent affairs kept him at

1 Letters Illy iii. p. 509.